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Style Invitational Week 1014: Join now —
combine parts of two words to make a new one

Bob Staake for The Washington Post -  The cartoons of Week 1010. See the winning and Losing captions
below

By Pat Myers, Published: March 21

Deliver + sausage = Deli-sage: The guy at the pickle barrel who dispenses

advice along with the kosher dills — the swami of salami.

Appetizing + gallbladder = Zingbladder: The special talent that earned little

Jason the esteem of the other boys after the last snow.

Employer + appetizing = Emp-app: A

combination rhyming dictionary,
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anagram generator and list of last

year’s celebrity deaths.

Though it contains far more words than

any other language, English always has

room for more of them — as made

abundantly clear in dozens of Invitational

contests over the years. So it’s neologism

time: This week: Combine the

beginning and end, or the beginnings

or ends, of any two words in a single

Washington Post story or ad

published March 21 to April 1 into a

new word or two-word phrase, and

define the result, as in the examples

above from today’s Invite. The two

elements don’t have to be full syllables, but

they must each have at least two letters and

one element can’t be a whole word (unless

it’s part of a larger word that you found).

You may add hyphens or change

capitalization as you wish. You may use the

beginning of a word as the end of your

neologism, and vice versa. Please include

the two words you’ve used, and preferably the page number from the print Post, or a link

to an online article.

Winner gets the Inkin’ Memorial, the Lincoln-statue bobblehead that is the official Style

Invitational trophy. Second place receives a double prize: both a container of Anal

Traveler hand sanitizer, donated by Phil Frankenfeld, and — because you really cannot be

too careful these days — a bottle of Maybe You Touched Your Genitals hand sanitizer,

donated by Nan Reiner. These would prove especially useful at the Flushies, the Style

Invitational Losers’ annual awards dinner, on May 11.

Other runners-up win their choice of a yearned-for Loser Mug or the ardently desired

Grossery Bag. Honorable mentions get a lusted-after Loser magnet. First Offenders

receive a smelly, tree-shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their first ink). E-mail entries to

losers@washpost.com or fax to 202-334-4312. Deadline is Monday, April 1; results

published April 21 (online April 18). No more than 25 entries per entrant per week.

Include “Week 1014” in your e-mail subject line or it might be ignored as spam. Include

your real name, postal address and phone number with your entry. See contest rules and

guidelines at wapo.st/inviterules. The subhead for this week’s honorable mentions is by

Chris Doyle; the alternative headline for the “next week’s results” line is by Tom Witte.

Join the lively Style Invitational Devotees group on Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev.

Report from Week 1010

in which we asked for captions for any of these products of Bob Staake’s clinically creative

mind: After judging the estimated 1,300 entries, the Empress was jazzed to discover, after

1,010 Style Invitational contests, that two of the top four were from First Offenders, and

the third-place guy got one blot of ink five years ago.

The winner of the Inkin’ Memorial

Cartoon 3: “Put dressing aside. Test turkey with fork. When done, set on table.” (John

Glenn, Tyler, Tex.)
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Err In Spelling  wrote:

epi + grandma = Epigrammer; an old lady who speaks using rules outside the realm of good syntax

Dr.NoseBest wrote:

MySpace + Facebook = Myface; What one believes they see when looking at their own photoshopped social
media profile picture.

View all comments »

Add your comment | Reply to a comment | Recommend a comment | Report an offensive comment

Discussion Policy  | FAQ  | About Discussions  | About Badges

Continued 1 2 Next Page

Reprints

Comments2

Top Lifestyle Stories Most Popular Videos

Romney at CPAC: 'I utterly
reject pessimism' about
GOP

Beer Madness goes local Mitt Romney blasts
President Obama over
spending cuts

See all Washington Post Newsletters

Going Out Guide

Featured Advertiser Links

Looking to buy a home? Visit TWP Real Estate section
for the latest open houses.

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links
Map Your Flood Risk
Find Floodplan Maps, Facts, FAQs, Your Flood Risk
Profile and More!
www.floodsmart.gov
360 Savings Account
360 Savings. No fees. No minimums. Nothing standing in
your way. Learn More.
www.capitalone360.com
Looking for a new Home?
Use CNNMoney's free Home Search tool to find
thousands of listings
http://realestate.money.cnn.com

Go to The Post's Rentals

Rental Listings

$1,160 - $1,755, 1-3 bedrooms
Knights Bridge I
Silver Spring, MD

$779 - $935, 2-3 bedrooms
Monmouth Woods
King George, VA

$1,240 - $2,920, Studio-2 bedrooms
Idaho Terrace
Washington, DC

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/atwork-advice-printers-smell-makes-worker-sick/2013/03/19/510edf64-7d1e-11e2-9a75-dab0201670da_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/atwork-advice-printers-smell-makes-worker-sick/2013/03/19/510edf64-7d1e-11e2-9a75-dab0201670da_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/conversations/week-1014-before-the-internet-we-called-this-hyphen-the-terrible/2013/03/21/b425b3e6-91d9-11e2-bdea-e32ad90da239_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/conversations/week-1014-before-the-internet-we-called-this-hyphen-the-terrible/2013/03/21/b425b3e6-91d9-11e2-bdea-e32ad90da239_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/cyprus-given-deadline-as-ecb-flexes-its-muscle-in-the-euro-zone/2013/03/21/6c4f3252-924e-11e2-9cfd-36d6c9b5d7ad_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/cyprus-given-deadline-as-ecb-flexes-its-muscle-in-the-euro-zone/2013/03/21/6c4f3252-924e-11e2-9cfd-36d6c9b5d7ad_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/colleges/bracketracket-the-black-keys-drop-by-an-equine-bracket-and-worlds-longest-dry-erase-board/2013/03/22/affdd3d6-92c7-11e2-9173-7f87cda73b49_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/colleges/bracketracket-the-black-keys-drop-by-an-equine-bracket-and-worlds-longest-dry-erase-board/2013/03/22/affdd3d6-92c7-11e2-9173-7f87cda73b49_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/colleges/bracketracket-the-black-keys-drop-by-an-equine-bracket-and-worlds-longest-dry-erase-board/2013/03/22/affdd3d6-92c7-11e2-9173-7f87cda73b49_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/mich-woman-75-convicted-of-second-degree-murder-in-fatal-shooting-of-teenage-grandson/2013/03/19/8c9d19e4-90f4-11e2-9173-7f87cda73b49_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/mich-woman-75-convicted-of-second-degree-murder-in-fatal-shooting-of-teenage-grandson/2013/03/19/8c9d19e4-90f4-11e2-9173-7f87cda73b49_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/mich-woman-75-convicted-of-second-degree-murder-in-fatal-shooting-of-teenage-grandson/2013/03/19/8c9d19e4-90f4-11e2-9173-7f87cda73b49_singlePage.html
http://www.healthcentral.com/diabetes/c/17/49420/mirrors-feet/
http://www.healthcentral.com/diabetes/c/17/49420/mirrors-feet/
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/celebrity-money/spoiled-rotten-11-most-pampered-rich-kids.aspx
http://www.parentsociety.com/parenting/the-5-worst-places-for-kids-under-5/
http://www.cntraveler.com/daily-traveler/2013/01/top-rated-cruise-ships-photo-tours
http://www.stonyfield.com/blog/6-ways-you-can-influence-your-childs-food-preferences/
http://www.stonyfield.com/blog/6-ways-you-can-influence-your-childs-food-preferences/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/style-invitational-week-1014-join-now--combine-parts-of-two-words-to-make-a-new-one/2013/03/21/30954820-8fea-11e2-9cfd-36d6c9b5d7ad_allComments.html?ctab=all_&
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/style-invitational-week-1014-join-now--combine-parts-of-two-words-to-make-a-new-one/2013/03/21/30954820-8fea-11e2-9cfd-36d6c9b5d7ad_allComments.html?ctab=all_&
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interactivity/policy/discussion_policy.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interactivity/policy/discussion_faq.html#faq
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interactivity/policy/discussion_faq.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interactivity/get-a-badge.html
http://www.washingtonpostreprints.com/
http://www.washingtonpostreprints.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/style-invitational-week-1014-join-now--combine-parts-of-two-words-to-make-a-new-one/2013/03/21/postMost
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/style-invitational-week-1014-join-now--combine-parts-of-two-words-to-make-a-new-one/2013/03/21/postMost
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/style-invitational-week-1014-join-now--combine-parts-of-two-words-to-make-a-new-one/2013/03/21/taboola
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/style-invitational-week-1014-join-now--combine-parts-of-two-words-to-make-a-new-one/2013/03/21/taboola
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/romney-at-cpac-i-utterly-reject-pessimism-about-gop/2013/03/15/97c93654-8da2-11e2-b63f-f53fb9f2fcb4_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/romney-at-cpac-i-utterly-reject-pessimism-about-gop/2013/03/15/97c93654-8da2-11e2-b63f-f53fb9f2fcb4_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/romney-at-cpac-i-utterly-reject-pessimism-about-gop/2013/03/15/97c93654-8da2-11e2-b63f-f53fb9f2fcb4_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/food/beer-madness-goes-local/2013/03/19/f6a22a5e-90c3-11e2-bdea-e32ad90da239_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/mitt-romney-blasts-president-obama-over-spending-cuts/2013/03/04/470e1216-84d8-11e2-a80b-3edc779b676f_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/mitt-romney-blasts-president-obama-over-spending-cuts/2013/03/04/470e1216-84d8-11e2-a80b-3edc779b676f_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/mitt-romney-blasts-president-obama-over-spending-cuts/2013/03/04/470e1216-84d8-11e2-a80b-3edc779b676f_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/romney-at-cpac-i-utterly-reject-pessimism-about-gop/2013/03/15/97c93654-8da2-11e2-b63f-f53fb9f2fcb4_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/food/beer-madness-goes-local/2013/03/19/f6a22a5e-90c3-11e2-bdea-e32ad90da239_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/mitt-romney-blasts-president-obama-over-spending-cuts/2013/03/04/470e1216-84d8-11e2-a80b-3edc779b676f_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/actmgmt/registration/addnewsletter/long
http://www.washingtonpost.com/real-estate/dc-buy-home.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/real-estate/dc-buy-home.html
http://washingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rentals
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rentals
http://www.apartments.com/Maryland/Silver-Spring/Knights-Bridge-I/17132?p=WPost&frontdoor=WPost&partner=WPost
http://www.apartments.com/Maryland/Silver-Spring/Knights-Bridge-I/17132?p=WPost&frontdoor=WPost&partner=WPost
http://www.apartments.com/Virginia/King-George/Monmouth-Woods/17163?p=WPost&frontdoor=WPost&partner=WPost
http://www.apartments.com/Virginia/King-George/Monmouth-Woods/17163?p=WPost&frontdoor=WPost&partner=WPost
http://www.apartments.com/District-of-Columbia/Washington/Idaho-Terrace/1028291?p=WPost&frontdoor=WPost&partner=WPost
http://www.apartments.com/District-of-Columbia/Washington/Idaho-Terrace/1028291?p=WPost&frontdoor=WPost&partner=WPost

http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/romney-at-cpac-i-utterly-reject-pessimism-about-gop/2013/03/15/97c93654-8da2-11e2-b63f-f53fb9f2fcb4_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/food/beer-madness-goes-local/2013/03/19/f6a22a5e-90c3-11e2-bdea-e32ad90da239_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/mitt-romney-blasts-president-obama-over-spending-cuts/2013/03/04/470e1216-84d8-11e2-a80b-3edc779b676f_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3


Style Invitational Week 1014: Join now — combine parts of two words to make a new one - The Washington Post

http://www.washingtonpost.com/...tyle-invitational-week-1014-join-now--combine-parts-of-two-words-to-make-a-new-one/2013/03/21/30954820-8fea-11e2-9cfd-36d6c9b5d7ad_story.html[3/26/2013 4:20:00 PM]

  Buy a link here  

360 Savings Account
360 Savings. No fees. No minimums. Nothing standing in your way. Learn More.
www.capitalone360.com

Looking for a new Home?
Use CNNMoney's free Home Search tool to find thousands of listings
http://realestate.money.cnn.com

 
Politics Opinions Local Sports National World Business Tech Lifestyle Entertainment Photo Video Blogs Classifieds

More ways to get us

Home delivery

Mobile & Apps

RSS

Facebook

Twitter

Social Reader

Newsletter & Alerts

Washington Post Live

Reprints & Permissions

Post Store

e-Replica

Archive

Contact Us

Help & Contact Info

Careers

Digital Advertising

Newspaper Advertising

News Service &
Syndicate

About Us

The Washington Post
Company

In the community

PostPoints

Newspaper in Education

Partners

washingtonpost.com © 1996-2013 The Washington Post Terms of Service Privacy Policy Submissions and Discussion Policy RSS Terms of Service Ad Choices

http://washingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sports
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business
http://www.washingtonpost.com/technology
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle
http://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment
http://www.washingtonpost.com/photography
http://www.washingtonpost.com/video
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs
http://www.washingtonpost.com/classifieds
https://subscription.washingtonpost.com/subscriber.portal?state=welcome
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/mobile/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rss
http://www.facebook.com/washingtonpost
http://www.twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=washingtonpost
http://www.washingtonpost.com/socialreader
https://ssl.washingtonpost.com/actmgmt/registration/addnewsletter/long
http://washingtonpostlive.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ask-the-post/post/reprints-and-permissions/2011/11/18/gIQAztpLlN_blog.html
http://www.cafepress.com/washingtonpost
http://thewashingtonpost.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/actmgmt/help/
http://washingtonpostmedia.com/careers
http://advertising.washingtonpost.com/index.php
http://www.washingtonpostads.com/
http://syndication.washingtonpost.com/
http://syndication.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washpostco.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=62487&p=irol-landing
http://www.washpostco.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=62487&p=irol-landing
http://www.washingtonpost.com/community
http://postpoints.washingtonpost.com/
http://nie.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/capital_business
http://www.washingtonpost.com/capital_business
http://www.thecapitoldeal.com/
http://www.thecapitoldeal.com/
http://www.eltiempolatino.com/
http://www.eltiempolatino.com/
http://www.expressnightout.com/
http://www.expressnightout.com/
http://findnsave.washingtonpost.com/
http://findnsave.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.postmasterclass.com/
http://www.postmasterclass.com/
http://www.parade.com/
http://www.parade.com/
http://tickets.washingtonpost.com/
http://tickets.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.theroot.com/
http://www.theroot.com/
http://www.servicealley.com/
http://www.servicealley.com/
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.studentadvisor.com/
http://www.studentadvisor.com/
http://www.trove.com/
http://www.trove.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/terms-of-service/2011/11/18/gIQAldiYiN_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/privacy-policy/2011/11/18/gIQASIiaiN_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/discussion-and-submission-guidelines/2011/11/21/gIQAuvIbiN_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rss-terms-of-service/2012/01/16/gIQAadFYAQ_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/how-can-i-opt-out-of-online-advertising-cookies/2011/11/18/gIQABECbiN_story.html


Style Invitational Week 1014: Join now — combine parts of two words to make a new one - The Washington Post

http://www.washingtonpost.com/...le-invitational-week-1014-join-now--combine-parts-of-two-words-to-make-a-new-one/2013/03/21/30954820-8fea-11e2-9cfd-36d6c9b5d7ad_story_1.html[3/26/2013 4:20:56 PM]

Catching up on
‘Nashville’

2013’s new and
notable restaurants

Aziz Ansari on stage Video: Wall deserve
max contract?

The Style Invitational
By the Empress

Style Invitational Week 1014: Join now —
combine parts of two words to make a new one

Bob Staake for The Washington Post -  The cartoons of Week 1010. See the winning and Losing captions
below

2. Winner of the “What’s Your Poo Telling You?” daily calendar: 

Cartoon 5: Oscar Pistorius was never recognized when he wore his Mickey Mouse suit in

public. (Karen Beck, Annapolis, Md., a First Offender)

3. Cartoon 2: The Koch brothers’ manservant begins his quest for the next Mitt Romney.

(Michael Gaffney, Bethesda, Md.)

4 Cartoon 2: Every year in late February,

the nation’s professional puppeteers travel

to Florida for string training. (Lyle
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Brenneman, Washington, a First Offender)

Out of the picture: Honorable

mentions

CARTOON 1 

Akbar regretted having wished for the

genie to make him “younger and taller.”

(Mark Raffman, Reston, Va.)

How to put on a hat when your arms don’t

reach the top of your head. (Tom Witte,

Montgomery Village, Md.)

Standing alone atop the high ladder, little

Pollyanna remained unfezzed. (Barry Koch,

Catlett, Va.)

The youngest Wallenda decided his path to

stardom with the Shrine Circus would be

different from the rest of the family’s. (Paul

Burnham, Gainesville, Va.)

Greg Louganis found out early what a “fez-plant” was. (Elden Carnahan, Laurel, Md.)

Baby loses his first tooth. Well, teeth. (Rob Huffman, Fredericksburg, Va.)

CARTOON 2 

Jim Henson’s first attempt, Kermit the Fog, was not a big success. (Andrew Hoenig,

Rockville, Md.)

Maurice finally pulled it off — strings with no deal attached! (Doug Hamilton, College

Park, Md.)

The Downton Abbey staff was perplexed as to how this new dish — “spaghetti” — should

be served. (Mark Raffman)

When the NFL thing didn’t work out, Manti Te’o tried his hand at puppetry. (Rob Wolf,

Gaithersburg, Md.)

Jeeves is not quite sure how to clean his employer’s tapeworm collection. (David Garratt,

Silver City, N.M.)

Frank Deford personally delivers this year’s swimsuits to the Sports Illustrated models.

(Kevin Dopart, Washington)

Geppetto was beginning to regret giving Pinocchio those scissors for his birthday. (Art

Grinath, Takoma Park, Md.)

CARTOON 3 

Bill came to Gina’s for the turkey and stayed for the stuffing. (Danielle Nowlin,

Woodbridge, Va.)

Both will make you feel tired afterward. (Martin Angebranndt, Arlington, Va, a First

Offender)
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Lady Godiva eventually got her revenge on Peeping Tom. (Danielle Nowlin)

There are some things that many guys find equally appetizing. (Howard Walderman,

Columbia, Md.)

“I’d like some breast, please.” (Nan Reiner, Alexandria, Va.)

The new waitress misinterpreted what it meant to “wait on tables” at Hooters. (Beverley

Sharp, Montgomery, Ala.)

How blind dates often see one another. (David Garratt)

For Cartoons 3 and 4 together: 

The dreams of a husband and wife, sleeping right next to each other, can be very different

indeed. (Mark Raffman)

CARTOON 4 

The old woman who lived in a shoe wasn’t about to let the Jolly Green Giant’s gallbladder

go to waste, not with mouths to feed. (Stephen Dudzik, Olney, Md.)

Miss Borden was called to the morgue to identify the body. (Ward Kay, Vienna, Md.)

After her ninth child, Irma decides to get rid of the waterbed. (Jeff Shirley, Richmond,

Va.)

Mary had to fight to keep her extra-spicy sausage down. (Jerry Birchmore, Springfield,

Va.)

Lorena Bobbitt should never have married the Hulk. (Blair Thurman, Virginia Beach)

After a full day attending a bris with one side of the family and a St. Patrick’s Day bar

crawl with the other, Esther experienced some peculiar dreams. (Danielle Nowlin)

CARTOON 5 

Unfortunately, the Michael Jackson impersonator for tonight’s show wore the wrong nose.

(Kevin Dopart)

Mickey didn’t mind having left his other glove in the club, but he thought he really ought

to go back for the hand and the arm. (Mark Raffman)

During Prohibition, you could be less discreet at the Squeakeasy. (Dave Prevar,

Annapolis, Md.; Rob Huffman)

An 85-year-old movie star can still turn heads. (Marie Baumann, Arlington, Va.)

It was a better mousetrap, but the $10,000 price tag limited the path-beaters. (Barry

Koch)

The nightclub owner was surprised when his trusted bodyguard slipped him a Mickey.

(Jim Reagan, Herndon, Va.)

Still running — deadline Monday night — is our contest for puns on names.

See bit.ly/invite1013.

Visit the online discussion group The Style Conversational, in which the Empress

discusses today’s new contest and results along with news about the Loser Community —

and you can vote for your favorite among the inking entries, since you no doubt figured

See all Washington Post Newsletters
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@Work Advice: Printer’s smell makes worker
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Week 1014: Before the Internet, we called
this Hyphen the Terrible

Cyprus receives Monday deadline to reach
bailout deal

Youth steals police cruiser after finding keys
in ignition, door unlocked

Pr. George’s teachers union, parents group
oppose Baker school takeover plan
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Bankrate.com
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Err In Spelling  wrote:

epi + grandma = Epigrammer; an old lady who speaks using rules outside the realm of good syntax

Dr.NoseBest wrote:

MySpace + Facebook = Myface; What one believes they see when looking at their own photoshopped social
media profile picture.

View all comments »

Add your comment | Reply to a comment | Recommend a comment | Report an offensive comment
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the Empress chose the wrong winner. If you’d like an e-mail notification each week when

the Invitational and Conversational are posted online, write to the Empress at

losers@washpost.com (note that in the subject line) and she’ll add you to the mailing list.

And on Facebook, join the far more lively group Style Invitational Devotees and chime

in.

Next week: Score 1 for the Style Invitational, or XX Humor, our contest

celebrating the Invite’s 20th-anniversary retrospective by inviting you to enter any of the

past contests mentioned that week.
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